Kenyon Collegian - March 31, 2011 by unknown
Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange
The Kenyon Collegian Archives
3-31-2011
Kenyon Collegian - March 31, 2011
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives at Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. It has been
accepted for inclusion in The Kenyon Collegian by an authorized administrator of Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For
more information, please contact noltj@kenyon.edu.
Recommended Citation
"Kenyon Collegian - March 31, 2011" (2011). The Kenyon Collegian. 210.
https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian/210
THURSDAY MARcH 31, 2011   NEWS   THe kenYon collegiAn   1
kenyon college of Witchcraft and Wizardry
Senior Studio Art Majors exhibit Work in olin
Men’s Baseball Sweeps Double-Header
page 10 
pages 6-7
page  11
in this issue
12 PagesGambier, Ohio Thursday, March 31, 2011
established 1856                 Volume cXXXViii, number 20                      www.kenyoncollegian.com
The Kenyon Collegian
lords, ladies Swimming Take Second and Fourth 
at ncAA Division iii national Tournament
JAMeS ASiMeS
Staff Writer
Smoke Free 
by 2016? 
lili MARTinez
News Editor
AmeliA Armstrong
The lords took second and the ladies took fourth this past weekend at the ncAA Division iii national championships in knoxville, Tenn.
see SMOKING, page 2see SWIMMING, page 12
The last time the lords or 
ladies returned to gambier, 
ohio without a ncAA Division 
iii national championship, they 
returned to the cramped con-
fines of Schaffer Pool in 1979. 
Thirty-one men’s national cham-
pionships, 24 women’s national 
championships and two new 
athletic centers later, the lords 
and ladies returned to gambier 
on Sunday, March 27 from one 
of the most competitive national 
championships to date. Although 
the lords and ladies both put in 
terrific efforts at the 
ncAA 
Swimming and Diving champi-
onships in knoxville, Tenn., both 
squads ultimately came short of 
earning another record-break-
ing national championship, as 
the lords finished second to ri-
val Denison University Big Red, 
and the ladies finished fourth 
behind champion emory Uni-
versity, Denison University and 
Williams college. 
The lords’ runner-up fin-
ish ended an ncAA record 31 
straight men’s swimming and div-
ing national championships. The 
lords ended the four-day cham-
pionship meet with a point to-
tal of 499.5 points, just one 
point behind conference 
rival Denison Univer-
sity. The ladies fol-
lowed last year’s run-
ner-up finish with 
fourth place in their 
first year under new 
head coach Jessen Book ’01. 
Finishing behind the Big Red 
has only heightened the rivalry 
between the inter-conference 
foes, as Denison has finished sec-
ond or third to the lords at the 
men’s championships 13 times in 
nearly as many years. over these 
years Denison, has also been very 
competitive at the conference 
championships as well, taking 
the last three north coast Ath-
letic conference championships 
for both men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving. in 2001, 
it was Denison’s women’s swim-
ming and diving team that broke 
the ladies record of 17 straight 
national titles as well. The Big 
Red men’s swimming and diving 
team is coached by gregg Parini 
’82, a kenyon graduate and for-
mer national champion swim-
mer. Parini, a close friend of ke-
nyon’s head coach Jim Steen, led 
a Denison squad that was heavily 
buoyed by a strong first-year con-
tingent of swimmers. 
At the Allan Jones Aquatic 
center in knoxville, the lords 
and ladies swimming and diving 
teams earned many All-American 
accolades, highlighted by numer-
ous top-three finishes from many 
swimmers. The ladies earned 
three medal finishers while the 
lords took home 12 top-three 
places at the national champion-
ships. The ladies showed a total 
team effort, with many swim-
mers earning points for the ken-
yon women’s swimming and div-
ing team; the ladies earned two 
third place finishes and a second 
place finish as well however. lau-
ren Brady ’11 started the ladies’ 
highlights with a third-place fin-
ish in the 200-meter individual 
A resolution was put forward 
during a meeting of the campus 
Senate on Tuesday, March 29, pro-
posing that by the year 2016, ken-
yon college be declared a cigarette-
smoke-free campus. Provisions of 
the resolution, if passed, would 
include the loss of a lottery point 
in the housing lottery for anyone 
caught violating the rules, and se-
niors would face the loss of Senior 
Week privileges. kenyon has already 
prohibited smoking in residence 
halls since 2001, and ohio made 
indoor smoking unlawful in 2006. 
The 100 percent smoke-free rule 
would go into effect on July 1, 2016, 
in time for that new school year. 
nobody currently on campus, or the 
graduating class of 2015, would be 
affected by the proposed amend-
ment to the handbook.
gavin Mcgimpsey ’11, campus 
Senate co-chair, introduced the res-
olution to the Senate this week after 
receiving several complaints from 
the student body about secondhand 
smoke in the residence halls. “i was 
approached by a pretty significant 
number of students about the smok-
ing issue,” he said. “Many students 
live in caples right above the porch, 
in Farr above the patio or in Mather 
and McBride near the breezeways, 
and they have to deal with second-
hand smoke every day when it gets 
in their rooms. i wrote the resolu-
tion, but it was not something i was 
even really looking into until i was 
approached by other students.”
A surprising number of other 
colleges and universities around the 
country have already implemented 
a smoking ban on campus, accord-
ing to Mcgimpsey. According to 
the American nonsmokers’ Rights 
Foundation, as of Jan. 2, 2011, at 
least 466 campuses were completely 
smokefree.
While the state of ohio has 
not yet banned smoking in all pub-
lic places, three states, iowa, Arkan-
sas and Minnesota, have, and every 
public and private college and uni-
versity in iowa is smoke-free. grin-
nell college, an institution similar 
to kenyon in size and 
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line of the end of the 2011-
2012 academic year for a 
four-year plan outlining the 
implementation process for 
the new policy.
McGimpsey said that 
the resolution has not met 
with any resistance as of yet. 
“This concept is not new,” he 
said. “A person in the field 
who I spoke with estimated 
that the number of non-
smoking colleges and univer-
Smoking: Senate Proposes Campus-Wide Smoking Ban
From page 1
Professor of Biology Joan Slonczewski Wins NSF Grant
MONICA KRIETE
Staff Writer
Professor of Biolog y Joan 
Slonczewski was recently award-
ed a $453,000 grant from the 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF) under the Research at 
Undergraduate Institutions pro-
gram, which supports under-
graduate research experiences. 
Slonczewski is a microbiologist 
who primarily studies how E. 
coli grows and survives under 
acidic conditions.
Slonczewski applied for the 
NSF grant last July and was of-
ficially notified that she had won 
it early this year. The applica-
tion involved writing a 15-page 
proposal documenting previ-
ous publications, Slonczewski’s 
methods of training undergradu-
ates and how the money would 
be budgeted. 
While Slonczewski wrote 
the proposal herself, she said that 
Kenyon students were crucial 
because they did most of the re-
search and, in some cases, wrote 
the papers that demonstrated 
prior research successes. Sloncze-
wski said that while her research 
is supported through the NSF’s 
“mandate for supporting under-
grad research education and un-
dergrad research … the research 
that I do is fully competitive 
with the regular research from 
the major institutions.”
Slonczewski will use the 
grant to fund the purchase of a 
fluorescence microscope and an-
aerobic chamber. The grant will 
also provide stipends for a full-
time research assistant and for 
student researchers, who may be 
paid or given academic credit. 
“Having a full-time research 
assistant means I can serve many 
more Kenyon students than if it 
were just me,” Slonczewski said.
Most recently, Slonczewski 
and a team of researchers discov-
DaviD Hoyt
Professor Slonczewski works with Kari Deininger ’13 in the lab. Slonczewski works closely with students, and they help her with 
research and papers that demonstrate prior research success. 
“I think that as a 
smoker, being forced 
to quit smoking ... 
would in fact just cre-
ate a lot of problems 
on campus.”
-Simon Szybist ’13
ered a relationship between anti-
biotic resistance and the acidity 
of the environment, mediated by 
a gene called TolC. 
TolC encodes a protein that 
uses the difference in acidity be-
tween the cell and its surround-
ings to provide energ y in order 
to pump antibiotics and other 
toxins out, according to Kari 
Deininger ’13, who works on the 
project. The project “was a new 
horizon for the lab,” according to 
Deininger, who was primary au-
thor of the paper describing the 
results.
Deininger began the project 
during her time as a Summer Sci-
ence Scholar last summer. “I actu-
ally got really lucky and I found 
[an effect] in my first week,” she 
said. After identifying TolC as 
a potentially important gene in 
cellular regulation of acidity, she 
incapacitated the gene, which is 
commonly known as “creating a 
knockout,” and then compared 
her altered strain’s growth and 
survival at extreme pH to ordi-
nary E. coli. She found a signifi-
cant difference. 
When she restored the gene’s 
activity using DNA constructed 
by collaborators at the Tokyo 
Institute of Technolog y, the dif-
ference was abolished. There-
fore, Deininger said, “we know 
that TolC is what’s contributing 
to loss of growth and survival 
and we also know that the other 
pump components aren’t playing 
a role.” Deininger also performed 
experiments using a mutant strain 
of E. coli developed by collabo-
rators at the National Institutes 
of Health. “Different questions 
need to be answered with differ-
ent techniques. … I’m a big fan of 
collaborative research,” she said.
“That opportunity, I think, 
is pretty rare: to be an under-
classman undergraduate and 
have your professor approach 
you and ask if you want to write 
the paper,” she said. Publications, 
especially as the primary author, 
are “a very big deal for graduate 
schools … most of them are look-
ing for lots and lots of research 
experience.”
Haley Adcox ’11, another 
student working in Slonczewski’s 
lab, also appreciates the experi-
ence. “She’s the top of her field. 
She’s nationally known. It’s 
great to work with someone that 
knowledgeable,” Adcox said.
While to some, it may seem 
unusual that such a prominent 
researcher would prefer working 
at a small institution like Ken-
yon, Slonczewski appreciates the 
flexibility of Kenyon’s environ-
ment. “I really enjoy teaching and 
working with students,” she said. 
“At Kenyon, I can maintain a re-
search program. In terms of the 
amount of publication, if I were 
at a bigger institution, I would 
be publishing a hundred papers. 
Here I publish a couple of papers 
a year, and I get to write science 
fiction, and I also get to teach 
students. … The biolog y in sci-
ence fiction course is my favorite 
course to teach … I couldn’t do 
that at a major university. Also, 
the kind of work that I do ends 
up helping me teach a course like 
Biolog y in Science Fiction be-
cause I know the latest research 
questions and I can translate 
those into concepts that an art 
major can understand. For me, 
that’s a rewarding part of being at 
Kenyon. … Teaching that kind of 
course inspires me to be imagina-
tive and creative in my research 
as well.”
“I really enjoy 
teaching and work-
ing with students. ... 
The biology in sci-
ence fiction course 
is my favorite course 
to teach ... I couldn’t 
do that at a major 
university.”
- Joan Slonczewski
academics, went smoke-free 
on July 1, 2008. According 
to the Grinnell website, “Per-
sons who choose to smoke 
on Grinnell’s campus do so 
at their own risk. The fine 
for violating the smoking 
ban is $100 for the first of-
fense and increases by $100 
for each subsequent offense.” 
Grinnell offers resources for 
those seeking to quit smok-
ing, something that Ken-
yon’s Senate resolution also 
proposes to do. According 
to Kenyon’s resolution, suffi-
cient funding should “be al-
located to Bacchus, as well as 
the Student Affairs Division 
and its Health and Counsel-
ing Department, to provide 
adequate smoking-cessation 
resources for members of the 
campus community.” The 
resolution also sets a dead-
sities will probably double in 
the next one to two years. It’s 
coming down the pipe and 
we should be proactive about 
it.” He also emphasized that 
secondhand smoke is harm-
ful in any quantity, especially 
to people with respiratory ill-
nesses on campus. “You can’t 
escape smoke or get away 
from smoke,” he said. “Es-
pecially for people who have 
asthma and other respiratory 
illnesses — and we do have 
them on campus in a signifi-
cant number — it’s a huge 
problem. Recent research 
found that there is no safe 
level of secondhand smoke. 
So it’s not just a problem for 
people with respiratory ill-
nesses.” 
Students should take 
note that the new policy will 
go into effect after every-
one who currently attends 
Kenyon has already gradu-
ated, including the recently 
accepted Class of 2015. “It’s 
[going into effect in] 2016,” 
McGimpsey said. “It’s five 
years off, so it’s not going to 
affect anyone who’s here at 
Kenyon. It’s not going to un-
fairly surprise anyone who’s 
coming into Kenyon next 
year who’s already made the 
decision. We’re going to have 
plenty of opportunities for 
Admissions to tell interested 
students that during their 
time at Kenyon this change 
would be happening.” 
Simon Szybist ’13, a 
regular smoker, expressed 
disapproval about the 
proposed amendment. “I 
think it sucks,” he said. “I 
think that as a smoker, be-
ing forced to quit smoking, 
though it might seem like a 
good idea, would in fact just 
create a lot of problems on 
campus, especially for regu-
lar smokers. People will find 
ways to smoke, so there’s no 
point. It’s just now it’s going 
to happen in places where it 
normally would not happen. 
I probably wouldn’t quit 
smoking anyway if it hap-
pened now.” 
“It’s very un-Ameri-
can, actually, I think,” Chad 
Weisman ’13 said. “I person-
ally don’t have a problem 
with it because I’m gradu-
ating, obviously, but at the 
same time, college is a time 
for people to make mistakes 
and I think smoking is a 
necessary mistake. I think a 
lot of people definitely quit 
when they leave here. A lot 
of alumni I know have quit, 
or smoke far less, and frank-
ly, this school is on an island 
… but I do think it’s probably 
in the best health interests of 
those poor little 2016 fresh-
man lungs.” 
Some students have 
come out in support of the 
ban. “I think it’s a move in 
the right direction for the 
school, and sends a good 
message, but it’s a huge deci-
sion and the administration 
has to be prepared for the 
students to go against it,” 
Emmie Finkel ’14 said. “I 
don’t know how they could 
slowly work up to having a 
full campus ban, but some 
sort of graduated system 
might be more effective.”
McGimpsey said that 
whatever the result, the 
national trend will prob-
ably push Kenyon toward 
a smoking ban in the near 
future. “This is a step in the 
right direction — a proactive 
step that we’re going to have 
to take eventually,” he said. 
“We’ve been proactive in 
the past about issues and we 
should continue to do so.”
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kenyon college students 
play sports, receive merit scholar-
ships, go to club meetings and sit 
in the ubiquitous Adirondack 
chairs scattered throughout cam-
pus. But many may not know 
whom they have to thank for 
these and many other resources 
that benefit the college every 
day. 
The kenyon Fund is ke-
nyon’s annual giving program 
specifically targeted to alumni, 
parents and friends of the college. 
it is made up of unrestricted gifts 
with a goal of “supporting aca-
demics, student life, scholarships 
and financial aid” and “maintain-
ing the beauty and functionality 
of the campus,” according to the 
website. 
Since 1942, the kenyon 
Fund has raised money to help 
offset college operating costs not 
covered by tuition and fees, and 
lili MARTinez
Staff Writer
kenyon Fund Alumni challenge Sponsors $15,000 Scholarship
this year, kenyon Fund Day will 
seek to honor these alumni, par-
ents and friends who have con-
tributed to the college. on Thurs-
day, March 31, students will have 
an opportunity to write postcards 
to alumni to thank them for 
their gifts to the college. For each 
postcard a student writes, his or 
her name will be entered into a 
drawing to win prizes from the 
bookstore.
This year will mark the sec-
ond year of kenyon Fund Day. 
Director of Annual giving Shawn 
Daley said: “kenyon Fund day is 
an opportunity to recognize the 
importance of alumni giving to 
kenyon.  gifts from alumni, par-
ents and friends account for five 
percent of the college’s operating 
budget, and provide approximate-
ly $3,000 per student in services 
that are not covered by tuition. 
And, because the kenyon Fund 
supports the operating budget, 
gifts to the Fund support every-
thing that makes kenyon special 
— a stellar faculty, a talented stu-
dent body and one of the world’s 
most beautiful college campuses, 
to name a few.” Daley said that 
last year, “we were able to send a 
thank you postcard to more than 
300 alumni, and we hope to top 
600 this year.” 
Members of the group 
Alumni leaders of Tomorrow 
(AloT) help plan kenyon Fund 
Day, along with the office of An-
nual giving. AloT was formed 
in 2008 with the mission to keep 
each graduating class connected 
to each other and to kenyon after 
graduation. Members participate 
in a leadership retreat, a speaker 
series, and small group discussions 
and workshops with kenyon’s 
President S. georgia nugent and 
Bill Bennett ’68, the current chair 
of the board of trustees. AloT’s 
student members are charged 
with educating students about 
the kenyon Fund and its role in 
kenyon’s future. They also help 
recruit seniors to serve as class 
Agents after graduation. 
AloT, along with the of-
fice of Annual giving, is instru-
mental in carrying out the Young 
Alumni challenge, which kicks 
off on kenyon Fund Day as well. 
The challenge will run through-
out the month of April. For the 
challenge, the current senior class 
will compete with the two most 
recent graduating classes to “have 
a $50,000 scholarship awarded 
in honor of their class to an in-
coming student in the class of 
2015,” according to Daley. “The 
class with the largest percent-
age of its members giving to the 
kenyon Fund by April 30 will 
receive the scholarship, which has 
been funded through gifts from 
the college’s board of trustees.” 
Students can donate online with 
a credit card, or at the bookstore 
with cash, credit card and even k-
card. Amy Henricksen, phona-
thon manager and Young Alumni 
giving coordinator, said that the 
winners of the scholarship will 
be decided “based solely on the 
participation rate — not the total 
dollars given.”
Students are encouraged 
to write postcards to support the 
alumni donations, which help 
pay for important resources the 
kenyon community uses every 
day. According to the kenyon 
website, without this additional 
support, “kenyon would need to 
consider the possibility of increas-
ing tuition or cutting back on 
academic and/or extracurricular 
activities. Money raised helps 
kenyon to maintain its commit-
ment to financial aid, facilities 
and resources, enhancement of 
the curriculum, and to attract and 
graduate better students.”
 Donations to the kenyon 
Fund can be designated to one 
of five “critical areas of need.” 
Donations to the area of greatest 
need give kenyon “the flexibility 
to direct critical annual funding 
to areas of the budget that need 
immediate support and have a 
significant impact on the quality 
of a kenyon education.” Donors 
can also choose to direct their gifts 
toward scholarships and financial 
aid; the Hanna More Scholarship, 
which funds a scholarship for a 
first-generation student; academic 
support; or student life. The goal 
for donations in the 2010-2011 
academic year is $3,700,000.  
The current graduating 
class should take note of another 
surprising statistic: 30 percent of 
kenyon’s alumni graduated with-
in the last 10 years. Their gifts help 
sustain the college, and soon the 
class of 2010 will join that group. 
According to the kenyon Fund 
website, “it’s crucial that young 
alumni give to the kenyon Fund, 
because their loyalty will play a 
key role in guaranteeing that ke-
nyon remains strong.”
cAleB BiSSingeR
Staff Writer
Students of Mount 
Vernon’s eight public schools 
are out on a cold and snowy 
spring break this week, but as 
they frolic, school officials are 
scrambling to win support for a 
$2.5 million emergency levy af-
ter the district’s annual revenue 
has fallen by $2.5 million. The 
levy will appear on a special bal-
lot May 3 of this year. 
on Tuesday, March 28, 
kenyon college Democrats or-
ganized a meeting to discuss the 
levy. Jalene Fox, the administra-
tive assistant to the iPHS pro-
gram and a parent of a student 
in the Mount Vernon public 
school system, and Mount Ver-
non Superintendent Stephen 
Short spoke to an audience of 
a dozen or so students in Peirce 
lounge. Fox and Short, who 
was assisted by a PowerPoint 
presentation, urged the student 
audience to consider the rela-
tionship between kenyon and 
the local school system, which 
welcomes kenyon student vol-
unteers. 
This levy marks the 
first time since 1996 that the 
Mount Vernon public school 
system has requested new state 
funding, but as federal stimulus 
money awarded to the district 
dried up, the housing market 
flatlined and numbers of de-
linquent taxpayers rose, the 
district’s revenue has fallen by 
$2.5 million dollars — more 
than twice the district savings 
of the past two years. 
“This is not a levy to bring 
in new programs to Mount 
Vernon,” Short said, “but to 
keep what we have.”
As the state looks to slash 
an $8 billion deficit, the educa-
tion sector has been hit hard. 
After failing to pass several lev-
ies, nearby east knox school 
district has eliminated the art 
department and library for all 
of its middle schools; they’ve 
even done away with field trips. 
Mount Vernon city 
Schools face similar cuts. “We 
had four P.e. teachers and Art 
teachers for six elementary 
schools,” Short said. “We’ve 
gone to three.” other proposed 
district cuts include trimming 
the budget ten percent; elimi-
nating 25 teaching positions 
over two years and charging 
students $150 for every extra-
curricular, including sports. 
Short warned on Tuesday that 
other drastic measures could 
include significant class size in-
creases and, potentially, closing 
one of the district’s six elemen-
tary schools.
“This is not something i 
want my handprint on” Short 
said, referring to such cuts. 
“i want our schools to 
look like schools. By that i 
mean i want things to happen 
— your lunch and recess and 
after school activities,” said 
Short, who stated throughout 
the night that he considered 
extracurricular activities a vital 
part of public education. 
The Mount Vernon city 
School District made national 
headlines last year when John 
Freshwater, an eighth-grade sci-
ence teacher, was fired after he 
was accused of burning crosses 
onto the arms of two students. 
Freshwater filed a wrongful 
termination suit against the 
school district in June 2008. 
The same month, the family of 
zachary Dennis, one of the stu-
dents whom Freshwater brand-
ed with a Tesla coil, also filed 
suit. These cases, which were 
both settled in August 2010, 
cost the school district close to 
$1 million. 
The levy proposed by the 
school district will cost the own-
er of a home valued at $100,000 
just under $12 a month, around 
$140 a year. Though it is the 
first levy proposed by this dis-
trict in 15 years, at any given 
time one-third of ohio schools 
have a levy pending, according 
to short.             
With the April 4 deadline 
to register to vote, The kenyon 
Democrats have been franti-
cally working to get the word 
out about the levy and register 
as many students as they can. 
These efforts come at a time 
when several conservative poli-
ticians around the nation have 
questioned whether college 
students should be allowed to 
vote in the precinct of their col-
lege town. 
While Dan groberg ’11, 
a leader of the kenyon college 
Democrats, noted that where 
you register to vote is a personal 
issue, Professor of Biology Joan 
Slonczewski, who attended 
Wiggin Street, Area Schools Face Drastic Budget cuts
the meeting on Tuesday night, 
pointed out, “kenyon students 
collectively employ people who 
own homes [in Mount Ver-
non],” people to whom this is-
sue matters. 
Slonczewski estimates 
that 500 kenyon students 
are registered to vote in knox 
county. “500 students voting, 
that could make a huge differ-
ence,” she said. 
Short predicts it will take 
4,000 votes to pass the levy.
“You guys are here because 
you have a sense of community,” 
Short said to his audience at 
kenyon. “You’re here because 
you believe in the kids here and 
you want to see them succeed.” 
Many Mount Vernon students 
interact with kenyon through 
various volunteer operations 
like Wiggin Street Volunteers. 
“Some kids,” Short said, 
“i believe we’re the best part of 
their day.”
The office of Admissions has distributed decisions to a record 
number of applicants in a year where the admissions rate fell six per-
cent, according to Director of Admissions Darryl Uy.
last year’s admission rate, which is an average of the individual 
admissions rates for early Decision Round 1, early Decision Round 
2 and Regular Decision, was 39 percent.
This yielded the largest class in college history: the class of 
2014 had, as of last September, 483 students.
A number of demographic trends were visible in the applica-
tion pool this year, according to remarks made by Dean of Students 
Henry Toutain at a campus Senate meeting on Wednesday, March 
29. A record number of students of color applied, and applications 
from the West and Southwest of the country increased as well.
The number of applications from the Midwest declined, 
Toutain said.
“This was also the most diverse applicant pool that we have ever 
seen,” Uy confirmed in an email to the Collegian.
eddie Pruette, a high school senior in Southern california, 
received his acceptance letter on Saturday. “it felt really exciting,” he 
said of receiving the envelope with the distinctive purple thumbs-up. 
“kenyon has always been one of my top choices.”
He is still weighing his options, however, before deciding where 
to enroll for next fall. in addition to kenyon, he said he is consider-
ing two large, public universities: the University of north carolina at 
chapel Hill and the University of california, los Angeles. kenyon 
was the only private college to which he applied.
if Pruette, one of the 1,192 other students admitted through 
the regular decision round, chooses kenyon, he will join the 223 stu-
dents who were accepted through the two early decision rounds.
While the number of applicants who were admitted early rose, 
Uy said that the poor state of the economy had little to no effect on 
the application pool.
“given our increase in applications from all sectors, i don’t 
think that the economy had any effect on the application process,” he 
said. “now that families can compare financial aid packages from all 
the colleges that their child has been accepted to, some are beginning 
to wonder if they can really afford the cost of kenyon.  others who 
really want to be here somehow make it work.”
DAViD MccABe
Staff Writer
class of 2015 Admissions Rate Declines from 2009-2010 Average
critical Vote in School levy Will Determine Fate of 25 Teaching Jobs
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Neanderthals: Our Stronger, Faster, Better Cousins
NINA ZIMMERMAN
Sports Editor
Armed with several 
long wooden spears and 
his trusty kilt, anthropol-
ogy professor and noted 
paleoanthropologist Bruce 
Hardy spent nearly an hour 
lecturing to a mesmerized 
and thoroughly entertained 
crowd on Monday, March 
22. Hardy’s eager listeners 
packed the Olin Audito-
rium for the annual presi-
dential lecture to the extent 
that some members of the 
crowd wondered why Hardy 
was not speaking in a larger 
venue like the Higley Audi-
torium.
President S. Georgia 
Nugent began the hour, ex-
plaining that she initiated 
the presidential lecture to 
give faculty the opportunity 
to engage students and fel-
low faculty members in their 
own research pursuits and 
projects outside of the class-
room. She then introduced 
Hardy, who, in addition to 
studying anthropology, is 
fluent in French (a fact that 
became clear throughout his 
presentation as he correctly 
pronounced the names of 
French archaeological sites 
with an accent straight out 
of Paris).
Hardy is known in the 
anthropological community 
as a staunch defender of the 
survival capabilities of Ne-
anderthals and began his 
talk entitled, “Neanderthals 
— Too Stupid to Live?” by 
explaining that the common 
perception of Neanderthals 
is that of dumb cavemen, 
such as the Geico commer-
cials and other incorrect 
portrayals in pop culture. 
One of the main people 
responsible for the cave-
man-like appearance that 
we generally associate with 
Neanderthals is French 
paleoanthropologist Mar-
cellin Boule, according to 
Hardy. Boule’s analysis of a 
specimen found at La Cha-
pelle-aux-Saints in France 
characterized Neanderthals 
DaviD Hoyt
Professor of Anthropology Bruce Hardy poses with his handmade replicas of spears found at a Neanderthal dig. He and a student made the 
replicas and launched them at “animal” targets made from cow and sheephide.
as hunched-over and ape-
like, with hair covering their 
bodies and a style of walking 
similar to an ape. Though we 
now know that the specimen 
Boule described was of an 
old man crippled by arthri-
tis, the primitive image and 
artistic renderings that came 
from it became ingrained in 
the way society viewed and 
still views Neanderthals. On 
colorful slides with psyche-
delic backgrounds, he dis-
played some of these images 
such as artists’ renderings of 
Neanderthals throughout 
history and used the replica 
spears to point out differ-
ent, often conflicting, char-
acteristics. One of the more 
entertaining examples he 
showed was the poster for 
the 1953 science fiction film 
“The Neanderthal Man,” 
depicting the Neanderthal 
man as a gorilla-like figure 
wearing clothing and attack-
ing women as they attempt 
to escape from his clutches. 
Hardy then briefly ex-
plained the history of Nean-
derthals since the discovery 
of the first more complete 
specimen in a limestone 
quarry in the Neander Valley 
in Germany in 1859, exam-
ining how they fit into the 
scope of human evolution 
and history using a color-
coded timeline. Neander-
thals existed in various lo-
cations around Europe, the 
Middle East and Western 
Asia from around 50,000 
years ago to around 30,000 
years ago, and Hardy point-
ed out that, if Neanderthals 
were as unintelligent as we 
presume, the fact that they 
managed to survive for so 
long is astonishing. And 
when physically comparing 
us as anatomically modern 
humans to Neanderthals in 
terms of height, overall size 
and strength, the winner is 
clear.
“We’re wimpier than 
Neanderthals,” Hardy said 
with a chuckle. “We’re 
wimpier than any of our an-
cestors.”
Throughout his lecture, 
Hardy zeroed in on the per-
ceptions that we as modern 
humans have about Nean-
derthals and how these per-
ceptions have changed over 
time, impacting how we 
interpret and acknowledge 
evidence that goes against 
these perceptions. He also 
spoke of how our percep-
tions of Neanderthals have 
been affected by both scien-
tific and cultural contexts, 
and presented clear evidence 
that goes against the grain 
of this common image. 
“They were probably 
dead before they were even 
alive,” Hardy said. “The fact 
that they made it 28,000 
years is pretty amazing, 
given these things that we’re 
saying about them.”
To emphasize the skill 
that Neanderthals must 
have had in order to survive 
as long as they did, Hardy 
outlined the different stone 
tools that Neanderthals 
used, adding that not only 
were anatomically modern 
humans making the same 
types of tools in Africa at 
the same time as the Nean-
derthals in Europe and Asia, 
but also that forming the 
right types of stone flakes 
takes a great deal of skill.
“This stuff is not exact-
ly easy to do,” Hardy said. “I 
can get to Neanderthal on a 
good day, and those days are 
few and far between.”
To further examine the 
hunting capabilities of Ne-
anderthals, Hardy and Da-
vid Hohl ’12 made replicas 
of the spears found at a Ne-
anderthal site and launched 
them at a cowhide-covered 
target using a ballista, a ma-
chine for launching objects 
invented by the Romans. 
The endeavor, which 
determined that while the 
cowhide was too thick to 
penetrate with the spears, 
but a slightly thinner sheep’s 
hide was easier and compa-
rable to thin-skinned ani-
mals Neanderthals would 
have encountered, was doc-
umented in a video made 
by The Columbus Dispatch 
that Hardy played for the 
enthralled crowd. 
Hardy ended the lec-
ture on a thoughtful note 
that applies to not only our 
perceptions of Neanderthals 
but also to what we as in-
dividuals think about oth-
ers and the diverse cultures 
and peoples that populate 
the earth. Though we keep 
discovering evidence that 
goes against our long-held 
perception of Neanderthals 
as dumb cavemen, the image 
refuses to go away from our 
collective mindset.
“This paradigm has 
persisted,” Hardy said. “And 
it seems that Neanderthals 
are still the ultimate other 
to which we compare our-
selves in order to feel supe-
rior. We made it, and they 
didn’t. Humans like to feel 
superior. Rather than follow 
our long-held assumptions 
about Neanderthal inferior-
ity, we need to take a look at 
the evidence in its entirety 
and see does this really make 
any sense.”
Even more so, the way 
we stereotype Neanderthals 
is only one example of nega-
tive stereotyping in global 
society, according to Hardy. 
“Now this is not lim-
ited to the past,” Hardy said. 
“We still do this today. One 
group, one race, one ethnic-
ity, is seen as superior to 
another. I don’t think it’s a 
stretch to say that what we 
see here with Neanderthals, 
the way we treat Neander-
thals, is directly related 
to the way we treat other 
people. And perhaps Nean-
derthals should remind us 
to be watchful for our biases 
and misinterpretations, and 
remind us of the power and 
persistence of stereotypes 
and images.”
Want to write for The Kenyon Collegian? 
Have an idea for an article? 
Want to design or illustrate for The 
Kenyon Collegian?
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kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.
Village Record
March 2 — March 20, 2011
March 2, 9:02 p.m. — Suspicious person on campus. Suspicious person left area.  
March 3, 3:56 a.m. — Medical: ill student. Squad contacted and student transported 
to Knox Community Hospital.
March 4, 10:35 a.m. — Vehicular accident. Student struck by car.  Knox County 
Sheriff ’s Office completed report.
March 5, 10:49 a.m. — Medical: ill student in Watson Residence Hall. Squad con-
tacted and student transported to Knox Community Hospital.
March 6, 7:11 p.m. — Suspicious person at Crozier Center. Suspicious person left 
area.  
March 9, 10:16 p.m. — Medical: injured employee on Scott Lane. Injury assessed 
by officers.
March 10, 12:28 p.m. — Vandalism to College property at Acland Apartments. 
March 20, 12:55 a.m. — Alcohol violation in Village of Gambier. Student issued 
citation by Knox County Sheriff ’s Office for open container.
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Misadventures of a Kenyon first year
After she photo-
bombed the third fam-
ily portrait, Farmer 
John was forced to 
put the old girl down.
The horse re-
quested that a por-
trait be commissioned 
in Mrs. Wood’s memory.
By Ben Ros
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for members of the community 
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campus and the world at large. The 
opinions expressed on this page 
belong only to the writer. Columns 
and letters to the editors do not 
reflect the opinions of the Collegian 
staff. All members of the commuity 
are welcome to express opinions 
through a letter to the editor. 
The Kenyon Collegian 
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many letters as possible each 
week subject to space, interest and 
appropriateness. Members of the 
editorial board reserve the right to 
reject any submission. The views 
expressed in the paper do not 
necesassarily reflect the views of 
Kenyon College. 
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The smoking ban that 
campus senate has proposed 
carries some potentially dis-
concerting consequences. 
This bill would, essen-
tially, take away stu-
dents’ right to carry out 
a legal activity on cam-
pus. Although smoking 
is undeniably bad for 
one’s health, students 
should have the right 
to choose what they do 
with their own bodies. 
Taking away that free-
dom could be a danger-
ous step to take. However, 
considering many similar 
trends across the country, it 
may not be long before Ke-
nyon does have a smoking 
ban, regardless of whether 
Senate’s 2016 date is ap-
proved. 
“Restaurants and other 
public places have started 
to ban smoking for several 
good reasons; secondhand 
smoke can be just as bad as 
directly smoking, and stu-
dents should not have to walk 
through a cloud of smoke ev-
ery time they exit a dorm or 
the library.” The trash alone 
from smoking is a fair reason 
to ban it on campus. The piles 
of cigarette butts and patches 
of dead grass surrounding 
them are disgusting blem-
ishes on this “Most Beautiful 
Campus in the World.” The 
College provides disposal 
containers for cigarettes and 
yet students still choose to 
throw them on the ground 
— a sign of disrespect both 
to the school and to other 
students. The best way for 
smokers to retain their free-
dom is to show more respect 
when smoking.
Smoking should not 
occur near the entrance of a 
building. It is Ohio state law 
that smoking is prohibited 
in close proximity to the en-
trance or exit of a building. 
By smoking in these loca-
tions, students are violating 
the law. The College is vio-
lating the law by not enforc-
ing it. It is also the College’s 
responsibility to make sure 
that smoke does not enter 
the vents, windows or other 
openings of nearby build-
ings. For students who want 
to open their windows on 
a nice spring day, it is clear 
that this law is not being en-
forced. 
The best way to deal 
with this situation is for the 
College to enforce the laws 
that are already in place 
and for smokers to respect 
the rights of other students. 
Smokers have the right to 
smoke if they wish, but other 
students should not be un-
willingly subjected to sec-
ondhand smoke.
sorry, but if i were a woman 
that would be an emphatic 
no, you girls can’t get in any-
where!), i want to tell you a 
story, a story of the epic ken-
yon of old. Students here didn’t 
take APs, they didn’t have 4.0s 
and they sure as hell didn’t have 
ten gagillion extra-curriculars, 
including building a farm on 
k2 to benefit the poor sheep 
herders during spring break. 
instead, they were fun. Re-
member liz West? They had 
an innate quality to play way 
too hard and yet still find a way 
to get it all done (well, maybe 
not everyone, but most of us 
learned the art of B.S. in high 
school). i remember being 
surprised during my first year 
at the animosity those upper-
classmen had towards me, but 
in retrospect the current situa-
tion looks fairly similar. Those 
seniors probably wouldn’t have 
been admitted my first year 
either. instead, they partied, 
if i Were Your Age ... i Wouldn’t Be Here
st
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Should kenyon Students Vote on local issues?
Did you know that Wig-
gin Street elementary School 
and Mount Vernon city 
Schools are facing the possibil-
ity of disastrous funding cuts 
next year? on May 3, the school 
district will ask voters to ap-
prove a new tax levy that would 
allow the schools to maintain 
their current operations. i write, 
however, not to argue in sup-
port of that tax levy (though i 
am helping organize the efforts 
to ensure its passage). instead, i 
am writing to explore the issue 
of whether kenyon students 
should vote on local issues such 
as this one, which would require 
community residents to give up 
more of their hard-earned pay-
checks in taxes. 
i have often heard students 
question whether they should 
really be voting in local elec-
tions or if they should reserve 
their vote for national elections. 
others wonder whether they 
should be voting here at ken-
yon, or in their home towns. 
These questions are legitimate 
ones, and they should not be 
taken lightly. But, just as stu-
dents should not feel pressured 
to vote on local issues if they do 
not wish to, they should also 
not be discouraged from voting 
in gambier.
kenyon students are but 
mere blips in the lifetime of the 
Village of gambier, spending 
four brief years here and then 
passing on to other opportuni-
ties. But life on this hilltop, with 
its close connections between 
kenyon and gambier, requires 
that students have not only the 
responsibilities of community 
membership, but also its privi-
leges. 
The kenyon website de-
scribes gambier by writing “the 
sense of shared citizenship here 
is strong.” kenyon students 
give to this community: nearly 
200 students volunteer weekly 
at Wiggin Street elementary, 
and countless others volunteer 
in various ways. Student em-
ployees pay 1. percent of their 
wages in taxes to the Village 
of gambier. We support local 
businesses, our professors send 
their children to local schools 
and we are counted in the cen-
sus here. We may only live here 
for four years, but for those four 
years, gambier is our home. 
Should students vote for 
candidates of whom they have 
never heard, or issues they know 
nothing about? of course not, 
but neither should any other 
responsible citizen. not only do 
we have a responsibility to our 
community, but we each have a 
place in it. 
We shouldn’t be afraid to 
share our voices. 
kenyon’s website contin-
ues: “Wherever you’re from 
and wherever you’re headed, 
you’ll probably put down some 
roots in this ohio village.” 
let our votes be our voice, 
and our voice be the roots that 
we leave behind.
Alas, kenyon students, 
my days here are numbered. 
i plan on graduating in May. 
And by plan, i mean i have 
already passed my comps and 
don’t see any way to fail out of 
the rest of my classes … unless 
the cove happens every night 
and i then fail to wake up for 
classes or do homework, which 
is a distinct possibility. As i was 
reflecting on my tenure here at 
kenyon, an interesting thought 
popped up in my mind. could 
i, Wesley keyser, still get into 
kenyon if i were a senior in 
high school today?
Underclassmen (women, 
drank, smoked and occasion-
ally tried to sit down to read 
a bit of Faulkner (who are we 
kidding, they Sparknoted the 
$#!% out of The Sound and the 
Fury).
in that vein, i want to 
impart to you another lesson. 
Stop caring so much. enjoy 
college, because when i was 
your age we did not take this 
whole thing all that seriously. 
Remember Quest for Justice? 
i barely do; Sparknotes and 
i were friends with benefits. 
By that, i mean i used and 
abused him and left him out 
to dry. (By senior year, i dis-
covered that i actually should 
read … probably because you 
overachievers made me feel 
bad.) Drink outside with your 
friends and BBQ on every ph-
lipping-lander occasion you 
have, because you’ll probably 
be reading TPS reports every 
day for the rest of your ph-lip-
ping-lander life. You can only 
enjoy college life, with your 
friends and without respon-
sibility, for four years. So stop 
being so studious and smart! 
enjoy yourselves, and maybe 
even bro out a little. i’m not 
smart enough to hold a conver-
sation with you, but i am more 
than capable of bro-ing way 
harder in one night than you 
can in your entire four years.
now these people will not 
be remembered by most, but 
i’ll leave them with you any-
way, a pseudo-memorial to a 
bygone era. The Brian Zistlers, 
Dave Brands, emma Stendigs 
and Tim callahans of yore are 
gone, replaced by you studious 
library freaks who shush me 
when i’m trying to tell a story 
about how i blacked out, railed 
1 shots of tequila and ended 
up playing with a cat at Wiggin 
Street. So len up and remember 
how smart you are, because if i 
were your age, i’d be at ASU 
partying with hot-ass biddies.
Smoking: 
Respect          
Student Rights 
Quick complaints 
“Just dance with me, no need to ask.”
-Brittney Miles ’13
“The designated quiet area on the third 
floor of the library is not quiet.”
-Darko gligorovski ’14
“Squirrels never let me cuddle with them.”
-ellen Biscotti ’11
“You can’t do a cartwheel at a party with-
out kicking somebody in the face.”
-clifford eberhardt ’14
“it’s not warm enough for almost April.”
-Abby Van Wassen ’11
“english majors complaining about comps.”
-Bryn Stole ’11
WeSleY keYSeR
Photography Editor
DAn gRoBeRg
Guest Writer
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Seniors at Kenyon come 
to the end of their educational 
experience in many ways. Some 
write honors research papers, 
some write plays, others create 
presentations. Studio art majors 
get a gallery opening. The chal-
lenge of any artist is to appeal to 
an audience with differing tastes, 
art experience and backgrounds, 
all while communicating their 
own message about their art ef-
fectively. These four art students 
did just that.
On Monday, March 21, 
four senior studio art majors 
opened the series of senior exer-
cises in studio art in the Olin Art 
Gallery. They were Ellie Jabbour 
’11, Grant Johnson ’11, Jonathan 
“Fatty” Fasano ’11 and Daniel 
Vargas ’11.  Through sculpture, 
video installation, paintings and 
motion, these artists presented 
an impressively varied body of 
work that demonstrated a wide 
breadth of talent and imagina-
tion. 
Johnson’s pieces catch the 
eye upon first entering of the gal-
lery. Just Desserts are painted, life-
size canvases — six in all — with 
gigantic flower-shaped objects 
seemingly slapped on, made, said 
the artist, of Styrofoam insula-
tion. They look like large, carved 
wooden flowers, an interesting 
visual effect. The paintings are 
bright pink, blue, yellow and red, 
revealing Johnson’s self-professed 
taste for bright colors. According 
to his artist’s statement, “Right 
now, I like bold, bright colors, 
large blocks and bolts of luscious 
teals, deep sea blues that remind 
certain people of death, bright 
unnatural pinks (fluorescence 
is critical) and extreme escapes 
into red.” Johnson’s paintings 
are a mixture of the traditional 
painted canvas, the Styrofoam 
flowers, synthetic smaller flow-
ers, and draped cloth painted 
over to blend into the pieces. 
On some, real starfish adorn the 
canvas. The effect is ornate and 
pleasing to the eye. I especially 
liked Stillicide, which incorpo-
rated all of the mixed media into 
a coherent piece that would look 
equally great hanging in my liv-
ing room at home or in an art 
gallery in New York City.
Johnson said of his pieces, 
“I knew I wanted to paint, or do 
something based on my experi-
ences in painting classes here at 
Kenyon … through the actual 
process of working on the pieces, 
the paintings pulled themselves 
this way and that, often to what 
seemed like radically divergent 
places. In the end, it was a strug-
gle to bring the pieces together 
into what seems to me ‘a body of 
work,’ but I think they’re certain-
ly in conversation with each oth-
er in the end, and something very 
lively is happening.” He found 
the materials for his paintings at 
Lowe’s, Wal-Mart’s crafts depart-
ment, “[his] parents’ basement 
[and his] my grandparents’ attic.” 
Johnson’s sentiments about his 
work reflect its accessibility and 
obvious crowd appeal. “I want 
the work to be enjoyed first and 
foremost, to provide pure visual 
pleasure. I want the paintings to 
work like a well-iced cupcake; 
you totally want to stick your fin-
ger in it, but you also know that 
there’s a certain tension in that 
anticipation, that relationship, 
where you know that if you do, 
if you cross the line, everything 
might just go up in smoke.”
Jabbour’s work, opposite 
Johnson’s in the gallery, repre-
sents a very different medium: 
video installation mixed with 
three-dimensional pieces. Her 
work is enclosed in cabinets 
of varying shapes and sizes, 
mounted on three walls to form 
a convex “c” shape that juts out at 
the viewer. The cabinets all open 
to show projected images of 
household interiors: light play-
ing across a wood floor, a curtain 
flowing in the breeze, the cov-
erlet of a bed. Jabbour said she 
wanted to convey a sense of what 
a space looks like when it is not 
being watched — that is, when 
there is no human presence. The 
idea of a video representation 
of empty rooms is interesting. 
Is it still empty if everyone who 
enters the gallery sees it through 
the cabinet door? 
“My piece is about the 
anxiety and comfort associated 
with memories, and it attempts 
to mark human presence in the 
moments and spaces in our lives 
that often go unnoticed,” Jab-
bour said. “I can connect every 
cabinet I have assembled to a 
character in my head, whether 
from my real life or imagined. 
It is important to me that every 
knob, hinge and door feels true 
to the video inside of it, as if each 
separate compartment belongs 
to a different individual and was 
simply taken and placed inside 
the gallery.” The cabinets do feel 
individual, but whether this is 
due to the different video images 
inside them or their own size 
and shape differences is hard to 
tell. The videos are mesmerizing, 
shot in muted blue and brown 
tones. The light patterns in each 
video clip were a consideration 
for Jabbour as well. 
Fasano’s pieces, collectively 
entitled Prototypical, didn’t just 
move; they spun. His six hanging 
sculptures were connected from 
above by a long tongue of tape 
that reached around the small 
room and ended at a motor. 
The motor regulated its speed to 
keep the sculptures moving and 
spinning at half-an-hour inter-
vals. During the opening, Fasano 
configured the motor to keep the 
sculptures moving consistently, 
but his intention during the rest 
of the week was to express the 
sculptures in both their station-
ary and moving forms. 
Found objects were the 
basis for Fasano’s delicate kinetic 
sculptures, made with materials 
ranging from shotgun shells to 
brass shavings — delicate strings 
of looped and spiraling bronze 
that spun and glinted from the 
ceiling and cascaded down into 
a rusty bucket attached to the 
floor. In another corner of the 
room, thousands of links of thin 
silvery chain spun around, some-
times brushing against an ancient 
and worn glove hanging from a 
lightning rod, which extended 
horizontally from the wall. The 
sculptures were intended to 
demonstrate the unintentional 
beauty of man-made materials, 
Fasano said. “The world around 
us has been created by our own 
ingenuity and intelligence, yet 
we dispose of this genius every-
day without a second thought,” 
he said. “I hope to change this 
normality into an impacting ex-
perience that exposes our lack of 
respect to the everyday objects 
that we take for granted by giving 
new and unforeseen life to man 
made materials.”
Vargas declined to com-
ment for this article. His 
sculptures, made of wood and 
steel, were intended, accord-
ing to his artist’s statement, to 
reflect the dichotomy of natu-
ral and man-made materials. 
LILI MARTINEz
News Editor
Senior Studio Art 
Majors Open Gallery
First Two Groups of Senior Art Majors 
Showcase Artwork in Olin Art Gallery
Photos By DaviD hoyt anD Jonathon Fasano
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MollY BonDY
Staff Writer
The second round of senior 
exercises went on exhibit, this 
Monday, March 28 at the olin 
Art gallery, continuing the four-
week-long senior exercises show. 
This week features the talented 
Sarah Dowling ’11, gillian lam-
bert ’11, David Masnato ’11 and 
Matthew Qi ’11.  
each artist occupies one 
part of the gallery, moving from 
Qi on the far left to Masnato 
on the right, with Dowling and 
lambert placed in the middle. 
The four seniors explore varying 
themes, but aesthetically all of the 
works transition smoothly from 
one to another whether through 
similar medium, such as graphite 
drawing, or through similar evo-
cation of emotion. 
The show is successful in 
that it demonstrates both the 
technical and conceptual abil-
ity of these young artists. After 
having labored over what is the 
equivalent of senior comps for art 
majors for the entire year, these 
artists show excellent develop-
ment and execution in all of their 
pieces. none of the artwork feels 
out of place or last minute — all 
the pieces are well thought out 
and beautifully crafted.  Most 
importantly, the artists have cre-
ated an approachable atmosphere 
which welcomes any and all view-
ers.     
one of the unifying quali-
ties of all the pieces was the idea 
of space. Qi took on this idea 
most vigorously in his “Smoke 
Story,” which incorporates instal-
lation art with drawing, painting 
and stop-motion animation. Qi, 
who grew up living in many cit-
ies around the world, was highly 
influenced by his “multinational 
and multicultural upbringing,” 
claiming that his reactionary ap-
proach to art “developed out of 
his constant physical and cultural 
displacements.” The piece gathers 
various styles from all the places 
he has lived and brings them to-
gether to create a physical space 
that is simultaneously foreign and 
extremely familiar. The complete-
ly white furniture placed at odd 
angles indicates a sense of disori-
entation and displacement, while 
the stop-motion film running on 
a constant loop on the TV allows 
this space to become a home, 
albeit a makeshift one. The high-
light of the work is the film which 
centers on the image of a cigarette, 
and allows Qi to claim the space 
as his own, particularly through 
the exploration of his relation-
ship with his father,. The space 
becomes both a representation 
of the divide between the famil-
iar and unfamiliar and the divide 
between two humans. When the 
spinning lamp featuring drawings 
of Qi’s smoking father turns on 
in the middle of the animation, 
bringing light to the bleak space, 
it is clear that both the room and 
Qi’s father have become familiar 
beings. While the emotions sur-
rounding movement and human 
relationships appear unresolved, 
the piece evokes a strong sense of 
Qi’s feelings towards these issues, 
making the piece all the more 
mesmerizing.  
Dowling also explores 
themes of self in “Monologue.” 
The question posed throughout 
the work is what happens to the 
artist who, instead of creating 
edgy art, chooses to produce 
something that is simply inter-
esting to look at. Dowling goes 
about answering this question 
through a series of life-size por-
trait drawings that attack and 
personify her anxieties about be-
ing an artist uninterested in creat-
ing something new. These images 
“speak their minds” through the 
stream-of-consciousness pages 
placed next to them, folded into 
increasingly dangerous shapes. 
The figures are bored and isolated 
in an empty white space, and they 
become angry with Dowling, as-
serting that no one wants to see 
them anyway. As a reflection of 
Dowling’s fears and insecurities, 
the series is personal, but, we can 
also see a reflection of our own 
fears in these people and a relat-
able story of when one’s mind 
revolts against itself, which makes 
this piece quite universal. Techni-
cally the drawing is superb and the 
narrative is engaging, especially 
Dowling’s self-portrait, which is 
the strongest and most visceral.  
lambert’s graphite draw-
ings take a more literal approach 
to self-exploration. Her five 
self-portraits are disturbing and 
bizarre. in all of them, the head 
is isolated from the rest of the 
body and is somehow deformed, 
transforming the beautiful idea of 
a portrait into something unat-
tractive, even disgusting. lambert 
hopes to “prove through these 
drawings that something tradi-
tionally disturbing can also be 
beautiful” and she challenges the 
idea of self-image as well as the no-
tion of recognition. The portraits 
are elegantly rendered and quite 
gorgeous even under the disguise 
of spilled spaghetti or dripping 
syrup. lambert was strongly 
influenced by the artists cindy 
Sherman and Aurel Schmidt, 
who both take ugly or disgusting 
subject matter and turn it into 
something else, if not something 
beautiful, through disguise or 
medium. The piece that most ex-
emplified lambert’s theme is the 
one is which her head is tied up 
in string.  even though her face is 
frightening, almost tortured, the 
tone highlights, especially in her 
mouth, make the physical draw-
ing beautiful. in this way, lam-
bert achieves her goal of letting 
the art bring out the beauty.  
Masnato incorporates many 
of the elements that the previ-
ous three artists explored, from 
animation to the exploration of 
human nature. His interactive 
video installations investigate the 
“shameless creativity” of children 
that often falls by the wayside as 
they become adults. This piece 
requires viewer participation and 
engagement. Masnato has the 
viewer manipulate the animated 
video content using touch-sensi-
tive surfaces and the “gestures 
made by the viewer re-imagine 
narratives given by children 
through interviews” with the 
artist. According to Masnato, 
the “morphing effects and pac-
ing of the animations were made 
to mimic the pacing and train of 
thought in the narratives.” The 
interviews are played through 
earphones and the piece becomes 
like a child’s play place, allowing 
the viewer to get back in touch 
with their younger self. Masnato’s 
piece is fun but sobering, remind-
ing us of how much we give up 
as we get older. A strong sense 
of nostalgia is present in the 
animations, particularly through 
the hazy compositions created 
through the interaction of one’s 
hands and the narrative below 
them. it is easy to get lost in these 
silly stories because they touch 
something lost a long time ago.       
open until Friday, April 
1, this show is absolutely worth 
going to. it exhibits the talent of 
fellow kenyon students, but it 
is also an amazing presentation 
unto itself.        
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THIS WEEK IN THE KENYON FILM SOCIETY
EVERYBODY LOVES A HEIST WEEK!
Friday, Apr. 1 —  Ocean’s Eleven (2001)
Ocean’s Eleven is not a deep film, nor should it be considered exceptionally thought-provoking. You won’t leave the theater saying, “Oh my god! What I have just witnessed truly changed my life! I cannot 
wait to discuss it in my upcoming paper for Philosophy of Religion!” Nonetheless, it’s not difficult to see why Ocean’s Eleven is considered a new classic: it’s just so much fun. The film, a remake of a movie featur-
ing the Rat Pack, features a tremendous cast having a good time as they try to rob a casino for all it’s worth. The movie stars George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Bernie Mac, Elliot Gould, Matt Damon, Carl Reiner, Julia 
Roberts, Casey Affleck, Don Cheadle, Don Cheadle’s dreadful attempt at a British accent and many more. It also has some exciting cameos, such as Siegfried and Roy, the movie’s director Steven Soderbergh and 
Topher Grace as himself. Wow. They got the widely sought-after Topher Grace? Is there any actor they can’t get to appear in this film?
Saturday, Apr. 2 — The Great Escape (1963)
Another feel-good film, The Great Escape has managed to stand the test of time ever since its release in 1963, and contains some of the most recognizable scenes in cinematic history (which is why the film 
has been referenced in so many films and television shows, including Chicken Run, The Parent Trap, Charlie’s Angels, Monty Python’s Flying Circus, The Simpsons, Supernatural, Seinfeld and Recess). The film, about 
a group of allied Prisoners of War attempting an escape of a German POW camp during WWII, is considered one of the best war films of all time, and has been listed as inspiration by directors such as Steven 
Spielberg and Quentin Tarantino. The movie stars Steve McQueen, James Garner, Richard Attenborough, Charles Bronson, Donald Pleasance and an absolutely evil Hannes Messemer as Oberst von Luger, the 
German commander.
We hope to see you at these wonderful films! Both screenings are at 7:30 p.m. in the KAC Theater.
Kenyon Film Society
JAMES DENNIN
Staff Writer
MILES PURINTON
Staff Writer
In the contemporary theatrical canon, one 
play that has been subject to enormous amounts 
of parody has been Eve Ensler’s The Vagina Mono-
logues. At first glance, it is not difficult to see why. 
Upon hearing the play’s title,  one imagines wom-
en standing around blandly comparing their lady-
gardens to flowers, or to shells, or to a birds’ nest or 
to many other delicately picturesque things. There 
has also been the criticism that the play alienates 
men. As has been pointed out countless times, it is 
hard to imagine a show being produced in which 
men talk about their own genitalia and compare 
it to various flora and fauna. Besides, people don’t 
really talk about their vaginas. As Ensler says, most 
of the women she interviewed for the piece did 
not know what to say about their vaginas because, 
well, “no one had ever asked them before.” It is this 
mindset that, undoubtedly, kept many away from 
the production of The Vagina Monologues which 
went up this past week under the direction of Sar-
ah Jenkins ’13 and Emily Wolfe ’11. Though on 
the night I attended, the Horn Gallery was abso-
lutely packed, anyone who let their preconceived 
notions about the play prevent them from attend-
ing should feel profoundly disappointed. The pro-
duction was entertaining, thought-provoking and 
thoroughly satisfying.
The play presents a distinct challenge to any 
director: all of the actresses in the play read their 
lines from a binder with very little movement. 
How is this interesting enough to sustain itself for 
the whole show, especially with an enormous cast 
of 31? Jenkins and Wolfe handled the potential 
complication beautifully by choosing to have all 
31 readers on stage for the duration of the show. 
This simultaneously helped avoid clunky transi-
tions and reminded us of the sense of community 
that is a present theme in the show. Even when 
only one person was speaking, it was an ensemble 
piece.
The monologues run the gamut from funny 
to tragic to terrifying. Subject matter ranges from 
gynecological exams (read by Gena Madory ’14 
and Ellen Kaufman ’13) to domestic abuse (read 
by Beth Hyland ’13), to the proud reclamation of 
a word that starts with C (read by Brianna Parry 
’11). Just as the subject matter varies, so too varies 
the lifestyles of the women who are speaking. We 
have a 72 year-old woman who has never had sex 
before (convincingly played by Madeline Jobrack 
’13) alongside a sexworker who graphically clas-
sifies the types of moans women make (Lauren 
Amrhein ’13)  in one of the most committed and 
hilarious performances I’ve ever seen at Kenyon. 
While at times some speakers seemed uncomfort-
able and stilted — specifically those who read facts 
rather than performed characters — the majority 
of the cast was gripping and made acting look easy. 
Take, for example, one of the play’s best-known 
and most controversial monologues, entitled 
“The Little Coochie Snorcher That Could,” read 
by Samantha Sheahan ’13. Reading one of the 
play’s most personal and, in the beginning, slightly 
more uncomfortable monologues to hear, Sheah-
an was effortlessly natural. It was easy to forget 
that Sheahan was holding a binder and just go 
along with her on her journey.
Yes, at times I could see evidence of what 
makes the play so often mocked — such as when 
a woman at a “vagina workshop” is told to  “be her 
clitoris” in a monologue read by the hilarious Cate 
Flanagan ’11. And yes, it’s still hard to imagine 
that group of men being able to assemble a similar 
collection of works. But what you grow to under-
stand is that the “vagina” in the title is not just a 
body part, it is a symbol of womanhood in general 
— an important point that Crozier’s fantastic pro-
duction admirably made quite clear.
Vagina Monologues Ranges From the Funny to the Shocking
If we consider the venerable 
genre of sketch comedy, long-
since wrested from the hands of 
vaudevillians by generations of 
television producers, it’s easy to 
forget that sketch comedy, in its 
own right, comes from a long, 
rich theatrical tradition. Preten-
tious Senior Thesis, with its rejec-
tion of the allegedly stuffy con-
fines of Kenyon “high drama,” 
is an effective homage to the 
origins of live comedy. Birthed 
by the minds of Matt Crowley 
’11 and Justin Shipley ’11, two 
gifted comedians, and backed by 
a tight ensemble, Pretentious Se-
nior Thesis was a meticulous and 
entertaining study of the devices 
that make us laugh.  
These devices are varied and 
sometimes instantly recogniz-
able — the cameo, the surprise 
return of a forgotten character 
— and sometimes not. Take, for 
instance, the play’s opening mo-
ments: while rehearsing their per-
formance-art lampoon of a senior 
thesis, Shipley and Crowley are 
joined onstage by Harold Pinter, 
Anton Chekov and Aristotle. 
The three form a chorus line, in-
sisting that audiences prefer light-
hearted fare to intense emotion 
and dense, cerebral drama.  The 
two academics decide to aban-
Pretentious Senior Thesis: Not-So-Pretentious Punch Lines
don their study of the theatrical 
canon for a more lighthearted 
approach.  
If a chorus line of history’s 
most revered playwrights doesn’t 
appeal to you, it’s because Shipley 
and Crowley are versed in per-
haps the most important come-
dic device there is — know your 
audience. Their sketches are all 
marked by a very recognizable 
brand of Kenyon humor: wacky, 
literary and sometimes a little bit 
inane.  It’s easy to imagine audi-
ences that might be less willing 
to play along with that kind of 
pseudo-intellectual farce, but it’s 
also easy to see that the actors are 
all at home and in their element. 
There wasn’t a joke in the perfor-
mance that failed to elicit some 
kind of response, and there were 
more than a few moments that 
united the audience in pure, riot-
ous jubilance.  
Part of the humor in Preten-
tious Senior Thesis is undoubtedly 
Kenyon-specific, and it’s in these 
moments where the production 
was weakest. Sketches about 
patronizing CAs and alcoholic 
meatheads lose their satirical 
bite after watching “Real World: 
Gambier.” While the sketch 
that introduced said meathead 
(with an unprintable name) was 
a little preachy at times though, 
his return in subsequent scenes 
was effective and hilarious. It’s 
less about what you’re mocking 
of and more about how you do 
it, which may not be the way to 
get pointed satire or to make your 
audience think, only I’m not sure 
that was the point.
It’s because in Pretentious 
Senior Thesis content takes a 
backseat to form, and that’s what 
gives each sketch its punch, and 
want gives the piece as a whole its 
focus. In focusing on the tropes 
themselves, Shipley and Crowley 
succeeded in tapping into and 
harnessing them —  illustrating 
that comedy, as much as any other 
genre, has rules to be studied and 
techniques to be perfected.
It stands to reason, however, 
that a study of form is going to be 
less conducive to characterization 
than something with a plot. All 
the members of the ensemble, 
however,  wear their comedic ar-
chetypes well, and it’s hard not to 
become attached to them. Crow-
ley and Shipley both seem to cast 
themselves in the same kinds of 
characters, Crowley synthesizing 
the cute with the macabre and 
Shipley treading the line between 
charismatic male ingénue and 
man-child. While we may have 
seen these characters before, it’s 
still kind of engaging when ap-
plied to the familiar. The premise 
of a venereal Oompa Loompa is 
in and of itself funny, but cast the 
role with someone like Rachel Sa-
chnoff  ’11 — an often reserved 
and gifted dramatic actress we’ve 
all seen do Chekov — and you 
get something that approaches 
transcendent (in the most purely 
scatological way). 
All photos by Allyson schmAling 
Pictured on the left,  Kenny Polyak ’12 and co-writ-
ers/directors Justin Shipley ’11 and Matt Crowley 
’11. Above, Wyn Evans ’13  exhibits the classic 
Kenyon humor that resounds so thoroughly with 
its students. 
- Miles Purinton ’12
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Gambier 
Grillin’
Geraldine Ferraro
Key West
Geraldine Ferraro
What is the current unit used 
to measure dose equivalent 
nuclear radiation?
Seven
Total correct Two one Three Two
How many types of dipping 
sauce are availible at 
MiddleGround?
What famous female 
politician died on 
Saturday at the age of 75?
In what Florida city did 
Ernest Hemmingway live 
during the 1930s?
In what year did Ohio 
become a state?
Vs.
Students Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 73
Faculty: 83
By David Hoyt
1803
Douglas Misarti, Head 
Men’s Lacrosse CoachKatie Poinsatte ’14Kaylyn Talkington ’14
Luis Biava, Adjunct 
Instuctor of Cello
First female Vice-
Presidential candidate Geraldine Ferraro Geraldine Ferraro
Five Five eight Three
Tallahassee Ft. lauderdale Key West Key West
1803
Tablespoon
100
APM
1803
Rad
176
Microns Sievert, Rad, Curie, Rem, Gray, Becquerel
Courtesy of Mark arMstrong
Mark Armstrong  ’12 pauses for a photo while mountain climbing in the Scottish highlands. Despite 
navigational issues, Armstrong sucessfully climbed the mountain using an ice pick and crampons. 
MARk ARMSTRong
Guest Writer
We  w e r e  g a t h e r e d 
around a larg e table on 
the se cond f loor of  the 
glenmore lodge, each of 
us with a pint before us. 
The wind rolled out the 
chalamain gap, rattling 
the windows, and the snow 
had begun to fall.  one wall 
of the pub was used as a 
projector screen, and we 
were all watching a video 
of chris Sharma climbing 
in Moab, Utah.  
i had just arrived at 
the cairngorms national 
Park in the Scottish high-
lands  for  a  we ekend of 
mountaineering.  Having 
received my “kit” from the 
gear store—a helmet, ice 
axe, plastic mountaineer-
ing boots and crampons 
(a set of spikes that attach 
to the bottom of my boots 
to grip the ice)—i went to 
the pub to meet the people 
with whom i’d be adven-
turing the next day.  After 
a pint,  the petty stories 
began: each climber tried 
to one-up the last with a 
story of his own adventure 
or, failing that, one of a 
“friend’s” mistakes on the 
mountain.  one guy told 
us about a friend who took 
a full down pillow from 
his bed and eight pints of 
Strongbow, a cider, up the 
mountain with him.  When 
they laid out for bed, he 
discovered his  crampon 
had pierced one of the cans 
and soaked a l l  his  g ear, 
full down pillow included. 
The next guy talked about 
his  experience cl imbing 
with  Bri ta in’s  most  f a -
mous active mountaineer, 
chris Bonington—his is 
the name to drop if you 
want to be regarded as a 
distinguished mountain-
eer.  Then came my turn: i 
was dreading this, because 
i had no extreme stories to 
match theirs.  i glanced at 
the screen.  “oh, Moab,” 
i said, almost disinterest-
edly.   “i ’ve been there.” 
ever yone looke d at  the 
video, just when Sharma 
had reached the crux of his 
climb.  They all watched 
him literally jump up the 
face of the rock and grab 
a hold, then dangle for a 
few seconds by one hand. 
They turned back at me, 
impressed.  “How was it?” 
they asked, almost wide 
eyed.  it’s true; i ’ve been 
there, but not for climbing. 
“it was okay,” i said.  They 
were impressed.
i spent the next two 
days outside in the wild-
est weather i’d ever expe-
rienced.  The avalanche 
warning was at “consider-
able,” which on a scale of 
one to f ive is  a  about a 
three.  But the wind was 
the worst.  We were buf-
fete d by  30 mph winds 
with gusts up to 40, and 
it scoured the ice so that 
b o o ts  ha d  n o  tra c ti on . 
The way the wind pushed 
my p ack  around ,  i  wa s 
half afraid i’d be swept off 
the mountain had i not 
been wearing crampons. 
The wind was so severe i 
couldn’t hear the person 
walking behind me if he 
were yell ing .  The wind 
was moving in such a way 
as to sweep all the ice from 
our slope of the mountain 
and drop it on the other 
side, forming deep drifts 
and substantia l  cornic -
es.  Because there was so 
much snow and ice flying 
through the air, visibility 
was low.  
navig ation was dif -
f icult ;  we could se e  no 
landmarks to search for on 
our maps.  During a brief 
window when the wind 
let up, we could see a bit 
further and decided to try 
to find our location.  This 
is when my inexperience 
in such harsh conditions 
showed itself.  i removed 
a g love to grab my map 
and the se cond it  came 
off my hand the mountain 
snatched it away.  i  was 
thankful i had brought an 
extra pair.  i pulled out my 
compass (it’s my favorite 
compass; my dad gave it 
to me when i started Boy 
Scouts) to measure a dis-
tance only to realize that 
my compass was in miles 
and the map in kilometers. 
i felt stupid.  For a moment 
i was thankful of my wind-
burned face if only because 
it hid my blushing .  We 
were all huddled in a circle 
to protect  the map and 
hear each other better, and 
ever yone heard my ver y 
audible swearing.  “What’s 
wrong , mate?” asked a guy 
name d ieuan (“ewan”) , 
who grew up in the Shet-
land islands and spent his 
summers sea kayaking in 
iceland.  “My compass is 
in miles.”  i handed it to 
him.  “Ah, yeah, and this 
scale doesn’t even exist any-
more.”  i felt very foolish.  i 
developed a mantra to keep 
myself going : “Shower and 
a pint, shower and a pint,” 
i told myself.  
There’s nothing as cu-
rious or as fun as ice climb-
ing.  it’s curious because 
there’s no sensory percep-
tion involve d :  the only 
thing that touches the ice 
are the front points of the 
crampons and maybe an 
eighth of an inch of steel 
of the ice ax.   it’s weird to 
walk across an ice patch 
and not  s l ip ,  espe cia l ly 
with that wind.  But it’s 
fun just because it’s fun. 
The only thing i can say i 
enjoy about ice climbing is 
the rhythm involved: swing 
the ax, kick, kick.  Rest. 
Swing the ax.   But that’s 
only a fraction of what’s 
enjoyable. 
in a lodge of sixty peo-
ple, i was one of two Amer-
icans and the only student 
of the humanities.  every-
body was an engineer, or a 
physicist, or in pre-med or 
veterinary training.  i sup-
pose in mountaineering , 
being outside, exposed in 
that kind of weather, with 
everything that will keep 
us alive for a weekend in 
rucksacks on our backs—
the skills we develop are 
imminently practical (al-
lowing we overlook how we 
got there).  it’s more than 
thri l l  from its  inherent 
risks.  i’ve spoken to climb-
ers who view a route as a 
problem in a mathematical 
sense and find satisfaction 
in its analysis.  There is an 
answer, and it’s at the top 
of the hill.
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Every generation has an icon that is able to capture imaginations and hearts. For the last few years, that icon has been Harry Potter. With the last movie in the series coming out 
in July, Potter fans at Kenyon celebrated the magical world of Hogwarts with Kenyon’s third annual Harry Potter Day, celebrated Thursday, March 24 through Friday, March 25. A 
group of Community Advisors organized the day-long commemoration of everything Harry Potter.
 The event kicked off on Thursday with a screening of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 1. After a delay due to technical difficulties, Harry Potter fans were able to 
camp out with Harry, Ron and Hermione on their journey to collect the Horcruxes and thus defeat Voldemort. Rosse Hall, which usually sees the masses congregate to hear crooning 
a cappella singers, trembled with the atmospheric score of the seventh movie.  
 The following day, Kenyon truly lived up to its reputation as a “Hogwarts-like” institution. Not only were students allowed to indulge their love of the books with Harry Potter 
readings in the bookstore and trivia in the Great Hall, but they also let their fantasies run wild, donning Hogwarts costumes and British accents. Local children also attended the Kids 
Movie Trivia in the Alumni Dining Room. Peirce enthusiastically served food in keeping with the theme for the Harry Potter Feast, with dishes named for relevant characters, such as 
Hagrid and his scaly companion Norberta the dragon. 
 Of course, no place is truly Hogwarts without a good, old-fashioned Quidditch match, one of which took place on Ransom Lawn. Perhaps the Bludgers weren’t as dangerous 
as they are in the books, but the Golden Snitch lived up to expectations, with his elusive movements and flesh memory. 
 Harry Potter Day was not only a fun time to run away with magical delusions. It was also an important event for Relay for Life, the volunteer-driven cancer fundraising 
event. Particpants sold raffle tickets outside Peirce for $2 each. Contributors could obtain house points for their class year and enter into a contest (with a Harry Potter-themed prize, 
of course).
— Zolzaya Erdenebileg 
Photos by DaviD hoyt anD syDney Watnick
illustrations by nick anania
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lords Jam Jays but ladies Struggle
eMMA lewiS
Staff Writer
 The spectators in 
the balcony of the Jasper 
Tennis court looked on 
in awe as the lords tennis 
team stifled the song of the 
University of Rochester 
Blue Jays in a 9-0 win this 
past Saturday. The slam of 
a lord racquet against the 
ball seemed to resound for 
miles around, and there 
was a certain majesty in 
the way it crashed into 
the Blue Jays’ terrain, leav-
ing them with no hope 
for a return. The lords 
dominated entirely, losing 
only one set in the singles 
competitions and none in 
doubles. Rochester is cur-
rently ranked number 16 
regionally, while kenyon 
holds the number two 
regional spot. while the 
lords’ dominance did not 
surprise many fans, the 
passion with which the 
lords carried out what 
could have been slightly 
dull matches might have. 
Jeremy Polster ’11 
set the tone for singles 
matches when he trounced 
Rochester’s Boris Borov-
canin in the number one 
slot, and the men contin-
ued to dominate the Blue 
Jays in singles until luke 
Frisher ’13 made his final 
graceful swing against John 
lewis etter in the number 
six position. The doubles 
matches also showcased 
the athletic genius of the 
lords. 
 Paul Burgin ’13 shone 
in his number two singles 
match against his hapless 
opponent Joel Allen, who 
failed to secure a single 
point against the Burgin. 
Burgin, who was named a 
ncAc player of the week 
earlier this month, has 
been an inspiring force for 
the lords throughout this 
season and his career as a 
college athlete. Burgin’s 
strong play this Saturday 
and this season matches 
the strength of the lords 
as a whole. The entire 
team regularly gives fans 
and opponents opportu-
nities to see tennis at its 
very best. Burgin’s doubles 
partner Austin griffin ’13 
played with epic finesse 
in his number five singles 
match, cleanly defeating 
Blue Jay Dan Barbash. All 
the men played with con-
centration and confidence 
that the Blue Jays trembled 
upon encountering and 
that lords fans delighted 
in witnessing. 
The men proudly rec-
ollect their decimation of 
Rochester as they take on 
Allegheny college at the 
lords’ neScAc opener 
next week.  
The ladies fared less 
well on Saturday. while 
they managed to domi-
nate their doubles match-
es, winning each of them, 
Rochester prevailed in 
five out of the six singles 
matches of the day. Aman-
da Polster ’13 was the only 
lady to triumph, securing 
a 6-2, 6-1 win over Roch-
ester’s Jamie Bow. The 
one singles victory, how-
ever, could not prevent the 
ladies from feeling dis-
heartened and frustrated, 
which contributed to their 
lack of unadulterated zeal 
on the court. The ladies’ 
matches on Saturday sug-
gest that the ladies must 
consider every team a 
threat, regardless of the 
reputation or rank of said 
team. There was a sense 
of surprise among the fans 
who watched the ladies 
decimate the Blue Jays in 
doubles mere minutes be-
fore the series of singles 
mishaps. The ladies will 
move on with their heads 
held high to the glcA 
championships next week-
end at Albion college.  
ninA ZiMMeRMAn
Sports Editor
lords Pound Presidents
while most kenyon stu-
dents enjoyed a mid-semester rest 
and chance to blow off steam over 
spring break, the men’s lacrosse 
team first defeated Sewanee: The 
University of the South 15-7 in 
their season-opener on McBride 
Field on March 5. The lords 
then journeyed to Pennsylvania 
and Virginia to kick-start their 
season against some tough com-
petition. Unfortunately, the lords 
emerged from the road trip with 
three losses against only one win, 
facing off against two nationally-
ranked schools, #13 Dickinson 
college and #20 cabrini college. 
According to Head coach Doug 
Misarti, playing such difficult 
teams is good for the lords, even 
if those games result in losses.
“we want to be a nation-
ally prominent program and i 
feel [that] to do that, we need to 
play nationally prominent teams, 
which is what we did on spring 
break,” Misarti said. “And we 
wound up on the wrong side of a 
few games there, but i think we’re 
still getting better from it.”
Then, in their first game 
back in gambier after the trip 
over spring break, the lords suf-
fered a tough loss to Saint Vincent 
college, falling by a score of 16-9 
sam colt
Despite struggling early in the season, the lords lacrosse team beat the washington & Jefferson college 
Presidents 10-8 on Tuesday, March 29 at McBride Field. 
on March 26. The Bearcats got on 
the board early on, scoring their 
first goal in the first minute of the 
game. Heading into the second 
period, the lords trailed 4-0. Still, 
thanks to alternating efforts by 
geoff Akie ’12 and Mackie Avis 
’13, the lords scored four straight 
goals of their own, tying up the 
contest. 
“we got down, [but] we 
showed a lot of character coming 
back,” Misarti said. 
The Bearcats persisted, 
though, countering with four goals 
in a row of their own, extending 
their lead to 8-4 by halftime and 
carrying that momentum for the 
rest of the game. But despite the 
loss, the lords had solid perfor-
mances from Avis, Akie and chris 
Pappalardo ’13, who nailed three 
goals of his own over the course of 
the game.
The defeat did not deter the 
team, and they enjoyed a success-
ful practice on Monday, March 
28, working on drills to prepare 
them for more competition later 
in the season.
“i really felt we started to 
click and put some things togeth-
er [at Monday’s practice], so i’m 
pretty excited,” Misarti said.
The lords then faced the 
washington & Jefferson college 
Presidents on Tuesday, March 30. 
The game was originally sched-
uled for earlier in the month, but 
had to be postponed because of 
the strange and unpredictable 
weather in ohio in March. The 
delay worked in the lords’ favor, 
and despite being down 4-3 at 
halftime, they came back, scoring 
seven goals in the second half to 
beat the Presidents 10-8. Pappa-
lardo led the charge with five goals, 
and will lowe ’14 demonstrated 
the strength of the underclassmen 
on the team by scoring a goal and 
racking up two assists. 
The lords next head to 
wittenberg University to face 
off against the Tigers in their first 
conference game of the season. 
The Tigers participated in the na-
tional collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation tournament last year and 
Misarti expects the game to be a 
bit of a challenge for the lords, 
since he sees wittenberg and 
Denison University as the teams 
to beat in the conference. Despite 
this, he still sees promise, skill and 
opportunity in his team.
“i still think we have an op-
portunity to do some really good 
things,” Misarti said. “i think we 
stubbed our toe a little bit in the 
beginning of the season but i be-
lieve we are going to pull ourselves 
out of it. i still think it’s going to be 
an exciting year.”
ninA ZiMMeRMAn
Sports Editor
Familiar Face in the Final Four
Unless you’ve been hid-
ing under a rock or chilling 
with osama in his cave, then 
you’ve probably heard that ke-
nyon alumnus Shaka Smart ’99 
has overcome enormous odds 
(and when i say enormous, 
i do mean enormous: it has 
been estimated that Virginia 
commonwealth’s chances of 
making it to the Final Four 
were 820-to-1) to lead the 
VcU Rams to the national 
collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion Men’s Basketball cham-
pionship Tournament Final 
Four for the first time in school 
history. like the Zulu warrior 
who is his namesake, Smart has 
proven to the world that intel-
ligence, innovation and strong 
leadership can come from un-
likely places. 
A four-year starter at 
point guard on the lords bas-
ketball team, Smart served as 
captain for three years. He also 
still holds the kenyon records 
for most assists in a single sea-
son with 184 and career assists 
with 542. His senior season, he 
was named all-conference and 
was the north coast Athletic 
conference Scholar Athlete of 
the Year, living up to his name 
off the court as well as on. He 
graduated magna cum laude 
with a history degree, winning 
the outstanding History Stu-
dent award.
The matchup this Satur-
day at 6:00 p.m. in Houston, 
Texas between Smart’s Rams 
and the Butler University Bull-
dogs should be an intense one. 
Both teams feature young, in-
novative coaches. Butler’s Brad 
Stevens got his team to within 
a Hail Mary of the national 
championship last year, nearly 
defeating a tough Duke Univer-
sity team led by the legendary 
college basketball coach Mike 
krzyzewski, and is known for 
his intelligence on and off the 
court. like Smart’s squad, the 
Bulldogs are accustomed to be-
ing the underdog, and had to 
beat a series of difficult teams 
in order to make it to Hous-
ton. This is the first time that 
two midmajor schools have 
made it to the Final Four since 
the ncAA bracket expanded 
to include 64 teams in 1985, 
and Butler and VcU are the 
two highest-combined seeds, 
at eight and 11, to ever play in 
the Final Four. 
Smart’s star has shot up in 
light of his team’s historic run, 
and since making it to Hous-
ton he has received a phone call 
from the lebron James and an 
invitation to sing the seventh 
inning stretch at a chicago 
cubs baseball game over the 
summer. no matter the result 
on Saturday, it is safe to say that 
Shaka Smart has cemented his 
name in kenyon college and 
ncAA history.
Baseball Blasts out of the 
Park, Takes Two from Terriers
nATe olDAcH
Staff Writer
david hoyt
The lords faced off against their conference competitors the Hiram 
Terriers, taking both games of a Sunday afternoon doubleheader.
The lords baseball 
team was back on the dia-
mond this past Sunday, 
March 27 when they host-
ed the Hiram Terriers. 
entering the game 
after losing three of their 
last four, the lords looked 
to right the ship and re-
turn to their winning ways 
against a Hiram team that 
entered the games (0-2) 
in north coast Athletic 
conference play. with 
some stellar hitting and 
dominating pitching , the 
lords were able to take 
both games 19-2 and 10-
3.
The first game found 
last year’s ncAc new-
comer of the year, Tyler 
Dierke ’13, taking the 
mound. over seven in-
nings, he gave up two runs 
and struck out eight on his 
way to his third win of the 
season. 
Behind him, craig 
wocl ’11 and Andrew 
Dunn ’13 both went (3-4) 
with three and two RBis 
respectively. Brian Hess 
’14 added three RBis, go-
ing 2-3 in the first game.  
The second game, 
while not as lopsided, was 
just as impressive. Alex 
cultice ’11 took his third 
victory of the season, giv-
ing up only three runs over 
seven innings. nate lo-
tze ’14 went (3-4), while 
Dunn added another three 
RBis in support of cul-
tice’ performance. 
Following the two-
game sweep of the Terri-
ers, the lords found them-
selves 10-10 on the season 
and 3-3 in the ncAc, in 
perfect position to advance 
towards the post season.  
The lords will now 
look toward this weekend, 
when they host witten-
berg University on Satur-
day, April 2 for a double 
header. Then they will 
return to the diamond on 
Sunday, April 3 at 1:00 
p.m. to face their archrival 
Denison University. 
while the lords are 
hoping to rise above the 
.500 mark on the season in 
the ncAc, they will face 
against two teams that 
regularly finish in the top 
five in the ncAc and are 
contenders for the post-
season crown.  
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Swimming: National Championship Streak Over at 31
amelia armstrong
Andrew Chevalier ’14 contributed to the Lords’ efforts at the NCAA Division III National Championships. The Lords lost to conference rival 
Denison university by one point, ending their streak of 31 straight national championships.
Softball Struggles Early On With Doubleheader Losses
rICHArD PErA
Staff Writer
A short-staffed Ladies 
softball squad took the field 
four times this past weekend 
and left without a single win. 
The team dropped its sev-
enth game in a row on Sun-
day afternoon, after falling 
to Thomas More College 9-
4 and 11-1 on Saturday and 
to Marietta College 4-0 and 
8-4 on Sunday. In total, the 
Ladies were outscored 32-9, 
all at home.  
Temperatures this week-
end hovered around freez-
ing, challenging both teams. 
Players wore jackets in the 
dugouts and even sported 
sweatshirts and earmuffs in 
the field.  Head Coach Erin 
O’Neill maintains that the 
frigid weather was not to 
blame for the team’s incon-
sistency. “We talk a lot about 
worrying about the things 
you can control and obvi-
ously weather is not one of 
them,” O’Neill said. Second 
baseman Molly Goolman 
’14 agreed. “It’s 30 degrees 
for us and it’s 30 degrees for 
the other team,” she said. “I 
don’t think it affected us 
much.”
One reason for Kenyon’s 
recent troubles may be their 
pitching situation. An injury 
to Brittany Vanegas ’11 left 
the team with only one start-
ing pitcher. The Ladies hope 
that Vanegas will return to 
the team as a designated hit-
ter in the coming weeks. Fill-
ing Vanegas’ role, Jamie Sam-
uel ’13 pitched the full total 
of 28 innings this weekend. 
To complicate matters fur-
ther, the team took walk-ons 
to substitute for two absent 
seniors. Combined with the 
weather, two doublehead-
ers and three missing start-
ers, the Ladies seemed to be 
playing from behind before 
the opening pitch.    
“It’s definitely some-
thing that Jamie and the 
team have to deal with,” 
O’Neill said. “In the long 
run, however, this is going 
to make us more mentally 
tough. The more adversity 
we deal with will define us at 
the end of the year.”
recently, the coaching 
staff has been focusing on 
confidence. O’Neill said, 
“We’re working on how to 
stop the domino effect of 
having one bad thing esca-
late into a lot of bad things.” 
In particular, the Ladies 
are learning how to finish 
what they start. A five-run 
inning for Thomas More 
was all that was needed for 
a Kenyon defeat on Satur-
day afternoon. The Ladies 
had two outs with the bases 
empty before surrendering 
the runs on series of walks, 
hits and errors. “Two outs, 
nobody on, finish and close 
the door,” O’Neill said. “The 
inning is over, so get in the 
dugout and hit.”
Despite the Ladies’ 
disheartening seven-game 
losing streak, O’Neill sees 
positive growth in her team. 
“The improvement that I’ve 
seen since I started here in 
the fall is just unbelievable,” 
O’Neill said. “Their atti-
tudes, approach and skills 
are better, and unfortunately 
it’s not showing in our re-
cord. But being frustrated 
isn’t going to make us win.”
“We just need to make 
do with what we have, and 
get it going,” Goolman said.
The Ladies were sched-
uled to face Otterbein uni-
versity on Wednesday, March 
30, but the game was post-
poned due to the miniature 
blizzard that stormed into 
Gambier that afternoon.  
sam colt
Plagued by injuries, the Ladies’ softball team has struggled to find a winning stride so far this season. “We 
need a spark, and we’re looking for it,” Molly Goolman ’14  said.
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medley with a time of 
2:04.06. Kati Meirs ’11 also 
took third place in the 400-
meter individual medley 
with a time of 4:25.00. Han-
nah Saiz ’13 took the Ladies’ 
top finish with a second-
place time of 2:00.84 in the 
200-meter butterfly. 
The Ladies also earned 
a third-place finish in the 
800-meter freestyle relay 
with the team of Saiz, Anna 
Connolly ’13, Kiersten Bell 
’13 and Meirs. The Ken-
yon women’s swimming and 
diving team compiled 351 
points over the four-day 
meet, 263 points behind the 
first-place Emory university 
Phoenix.
The Lords fared slightly 
better than the Ladies at the 
national championships, 
winning five of the races and 
earning another seven top-
three finishes. The Lords 
opened the national meet 
with David Somers ’12 and 
Colin Ohning ’11 taking 
first and second place with 
times of 20.11 and 20.23, 
respectively, in the 50-meter 
freestyle. 
Kenyon swimmer Zach 
Turk ’12 had won the event 
twice in previous years, but 
he did not compete in the 
national meet in 2011 due 
to his traveling abroad. This 
event would be the lone in-
dividual event in which the 
Lords would take first place. 
In other individual events 
throughout the meet, Mi-
chael Mpitsos ’11 earned 
second-place in the 100 me-
ter butterfly at 48.15 and 
Ohning also took second in 
the 100 meter breaststroke 
with a time of 54.86. An-
drew Chevalier ’14 took a 
surprising second place in 
the 1650-meter (one mile) 
freestyle, and the duo of 
Somers and Ian Stewart-
Bates ’13 took second and 
third, respectively, in the 
100-meter freestyle, finish-
ing in 44.42. 
The Lords dominated 
the relays at the national 
championships, taking the 
top place in four relays, as 
well as a third place finish in 
another. On the first day of 
the meet, the Lords followed 
strong finishes in the quick 
50 meter freestyle with a first 
place finish in the 200 me-
ter medley relay of Somers, 
Ohning, Mpitsos and James 
Chapman ’13. The Lords 
also took first place in the 
200-meter freestyle relay led 
by Somers, Ohning, Mpitsos 
and Curtis ramsey ’13. 
Following the victory in 
the 200-meter medley relay, 
the Lords earned a first fin-
ish in the 400-meter medley 
relay with a lineup of Mpit-
sos, Ohning, Chapman and 
Stewart-Bates. The Lords 
also took third in the 800-
meter freestyle relay with 
a young team of Stewart-
Bates, Ian richardson ’14, 
Joey Pysnik ’13 and Somers. 
The Lords entered the 
last race of the champion-
ships behind Denison uni-
versity on the team score-
board. The Lords, unable to 
control their own destiny, 
needed a first place finish of 
their own as well as a fourth-
place or worse finish by the 
Big red in the 400 meter 
freestyle relay. Ohning, 
Mpitsos, Stewart-Bates and 
Somers pushed hard for a 
first-place finish, but the 
Big red relay team finished 
in third to ensure their own 
first national championship. 
The Lords finished sec-
ond overall at the NCAA 
swimming and diving cham-
pionships, and seniors Mpit-
sos and Ohning collected 
their tenth and eighth na-
tional titles, respectively. 
Somers finished the national 
championships with eight 
national titles under his belt 
as well.  
While the Lords and La-
dies were unable to earn yet 
another national champion-
ship, both teams performed 
quite well at the national 
championships. Both squads 
are already preparing to next 
year with a positive outlook, 
aiming to reclaim their plac-
es atop NCAA Division III 
Swimming and Diving. 
If the past three decades 
have shown anything about 
these premier athletes, it is 
their ability to succeed in 
all challenges, and many ex-
pect the Lords and Ladies to 
topple all competition in the 
coming seasons. 
“If  the past three 
decades have 
shown anything 
about these pre-
mier athletes, it 
is their ability to 
succeed in all chal-
lenges..”
